Supplementary information
Fig.S4 SEM images of GS-CHI samples obtained using different parameters in the synthesis. a) 1 ml 2 wt% chitosan solution and 2 g silica; b) 5 ml 0.5 wt% chitosan solution and 2 g silica; c) 5 ml 1wt% chitosan solution and 2 g silica. In our studies, different concentrations of chitosan solution and liquid/solid ratios have been investigated, and no obvious difference among these porous GS-CHI particles obtained in different synthesis parameters can be found. However, in some samples especially made at high liquid/solid ratios and/or high chitosan solution concentrations, nonporous part can be inevitably found. 
